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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: the phrase : "best 
matching record of in the second database" at line 1 1 is unclear. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-25 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wehmeyer (US 6,252,831 B1 ), hereinafter "Wehmeyer", and in view of Nichols et al. 
(US 2003/01 1 2729 A1 ), hereinafter "Nichols". 

As per claim 1 , Wehmeyer teaches a method for matching a track set 
comprising: 

• "obtaining track duration data for the track set" at Col. 3 lines 55-60; 

• "searching for matching records in a first database based on the rounded track 
duration data, each resulting matching record having an identifier" at Col. 3 lines 60- 
65; 

• "retrieving track duration data from a second database based on the identifiers 
associated with the matching records" at Col. 4 lines 1-30; 
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• "comparing, if more than one matching record is found, the track duration data 
retrieved from the second database to the track duration data obtained for the track 
set to find a best matching record in the second database" at Col. 4 line 55 to Col. 5 
line 25; 

• "outputting metadata contained in the best matching record of the second database" 
at Col. 5 lines 60-65. 

Wehmeyer does not explicitly teach: "rounding the track duration data for the 
track set." However, Nichols teaches a similar method for matching a track set including 
the step of "rounding the track duration data for the track set" at page 2, [0023]. Thus, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to combine Nichols with Wehmeyer's teaching. Nichols teaches the track 
offsets "are measured to the nearest second" in order to "capture some of the case 
where there are variations in track offsets on different pressing of a CD." (page 2, 
[0023]. 

As per claim 2, Wehmeyer and Nichols teach the method according to claim 1 
discussed above. Wehmeyer also teaches: "comparing, for each matching record, the 
track duration data retrieved from the second database to the track duration data 
obtained for the track set to determine if each matching record meets a match quality 
threshold" at Col. 4 line 55 to Col. 5 line 25. 
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As per claim 3, Wehmeyer and Nichols teach the method of claim 1 discussed 
above. Wehmeyer also teaches: "wherein the track duration data for the track set is 
received by a server from a client device via a network and the metadata is sent from 
the server to the client device via the network" at Col. 4 lines 1-20. 

As per claim 4, Wehmeyer and Nichols teach the method of claim 1 discussed 
above. Nichols also teaches: "wherein records of the first database are generated by 
rounding a sequence of track durations computed from table of contents data for each 
recording of a collection of digital audio recordings" at page 2, [0023]. 

As per claim 5, Wehmeyer and Nichols teach the method of claim 4 discussed 
above. Wehmeyer also teaches: "wherein the computed sequence of track duration 
data for each recording is obtained from the second database" at Col. 4 lines 1-20. 

As per claim 6, Wehmeyer and Nichols teach the method of claim 4 discussed 
above. Wehmeyer also teaches: "wherein the computed sequence of track duration 
data for each recording is truncated to a predetermined number of tracks" at Col. 2 lines 
65-67. 

As per claim 7, Wehmeyer and Nichols teach the method of claim 4 discussed 
above. Nichols also teaches: "wherein the rounding of sequence of track durations 
comprises: 
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• "rounding each value in the sequence of track duration in a selected direction to 
a nearest integer multiple of a rounding factor when the value is not within a 
predetermined range of an integer multiple of the rounding factor" at [0023]; 

• "rounding each value in the sequence of track durations in both the selected 
direction and an opposite direction when the value is within the predetermined 
range of an integer multiple of the rounding factor" at [0023]. 

As per claim 8, Wehmeyer and Nichols teach the method according to claim 7 
discussed above. Nichols also teaches: "further comprising generating multiple records 
for the first database from the sequence of track durations when at least one value in 
the sequence is rounded in both the selected direction and the opposite direction" at 
[0023]. 

As per claim 9, Wehmeyer and Nichols teach the method of claim 7 discussed 
above. Nichols also teaches: "wherein the multiple record corresponds to all possible 
permutations of the sequence resulting from values that have been rounded in both the 
selected direction and the opposite direction" at [0023]. 

As per claim 10, Wehmeyer and Nichols teach the method of claim 1 discussed 
above. Wehmeyer also teaches: "wherein the best matching record of the second 
database is determined by computing a sum of squared differences between a 
sequence of values in the track duration data retrieved from the second database and a 
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corresponding sequence of values in the track duration data obtained for the track set" 
at Col. 4 line 55 to Col. 5 line 25 

Claims 11-25 recite similar limitations as in claims 1-10 and are therefore 
rejected by the same reasons. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record, listed on form PTO-892, and not relied upon, if any, 
is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

If a reference indicated as being mailed on PTO-FORM 892 has not been 
enclosed in this action, please contact Lisa Craney whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3574 for faster service. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh B. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
41 16. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30am to 
4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (571) 272-3978. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Khanh B. Pham 
Primary Examiner 
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